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SCHEME OF MODERNISATION OF PRISONS 

 
1.  ‘Prisons’ is a State subject under State List of the Seventh Schedule to 
the Constitution of India. The management and administration of Prisons falls 
exclusively in the domain of the State Governments, and is governed by the 
Prisons Act, 1894 and the Prison Manuals of the respective State 
Governments. Thus, States have the primary role, responsibility and authority 
to change the current prison laws, rules and regulations. However, with a view 
to reduce overcrowding in jails, Government of India started a Non-Plan 
Scheme namely “Modernization of Prisons” in 2002-03 in 27 states for five 
years, with an outlay of Rs.1800 crore on a cost sharing basis in the ratio of 
75:25 between the Central and State Governments respectively. The 
components of the scheme were  
 

(a)  Construction of additional prisons to reduce overcrowding; 
(b)  Repair and renovation of existing prisons and construction of 

additional barracks; 
(c)  Improvement in sanitation and water supply; and 
(d)  Living accommodation for prison personnel. 

 
2.  The scheme was extended for two years without additional funds to 
enable the State Governments to complete their activities by 31.3.2009. The 
scheme has now ceased to exist on 31.3.2009.  
 
3. As per the report received for the period ending September, 2011, 119 new 
jails, 1572 additional barracks in the existing prisons and 8568 staff quarters 
for the prison personnel have been constructed by the State Governments 
under the scheme. Almost entire work relating to water and sanitation has 
been completed by the State Government. The State Governments have so 
far utilized 98.38% of fund released to them.  
 
4.  A statement showing release of funds to the State Governments under 
the scheme is enclosed. 
 
5. Active monitoring through regular review meetings has been initiated. The last 
meeting was held on 16.9.2011 under the Chairmanship of AS(CS) with all 
States/UTs on the following agenda items: 
 

(i) Present update on condition of Jails in the States/UTs in terms of 
infrastructural growth and inmate facilities & overcrowding; 
 

(ii) Present status of financial and physical progress by the States in 
the first phase of Scheme of Modernisation of Prisons. 
  

(iii) Compliance by States/UTs to various advisories issued by MHA 
particularly with regard to women prisoners and children of 
women convicts, overcrowding, security of prisons etc. 
 



  
 

(iv) Adverse media reporting on condition of jails in certain States. 
 

(v) Identification of components/scheme by 8 States which have 
been allocated funds by the 13th Finance Commission for 
upgradation of prisons.  
 

(vi) Identification of components for focus and allocation of funds in 
the 12th Five Year Plan for the second phase of the Scheme of 
Modernisation of Prisons. 



  
 

 
 
Release of funds to State Governments from 2002‐03 to 2008‐09 under the Scheme of 

Modernisation of Prisons 
(Amount in Rs crore )

S.N. Name of State 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
1 Andhra Pradesh  15.95 15.95 15.95 15.95 0.00 15.95 1.50 

2 Assam 5.87 5.87 0.00 0.00 0.00 16.92 0.71 

3 Bihar 27.49 9.65 17.27 0.00 20.55 59.61  0.00 

4 Chhattisgarh 5.60 5.60 0.00 8.43 2.16 0.00 6.23 

5 Goa 2.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 8.15 0.00  0.00 

6 Gujarat 9.89 9.89 0.00 0.00 16.68 9.91 3.06 

7 Haryana 15.41 15.41 0.00 23.12 23.13 0.00  0.00 

8 Himachal Pradesh  3.03 3.03 0.00 3.56 5.52 0.00  0.00 

9 J&K 4.64 4.64 3.11 2.82 0.00 6.48  0.00 

10 Jharkhand 6.34 6.34 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 19.01 

11 Karnataka 8.01 8.01 8.01 8.01 8.31 0.00  0.00 

12 Kerala 4.91 4.91 0.00 0.00 0.00 14.73  0.00 

13 Madhya Pradesh 23.27 8.34 20.86 18.69 16.60 19.05 9.55 

14 Maharashtra 19.37 19.37 14.11 20.69 3.94 19.37  0.00 

15 Manipur 2.36 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.07 1.23 1.13 

16 Meghalaya 2.45 2.45 0.00 0.00 4.91 1.84 0.62 

17 Mizoram 2.66 2.66 2.66 2.66 0.00 2.66  0.00 

18 Nagaland 2.37 2.37 2.37 1.58 0.79 2.37  0.00 

19 Orissa 16.10 16.10 16.10 16.10 16.14 0.00  0.00 

20 Punjab 11.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 11.17 22.34 11.18 

21 Rajasthan 9.77 9.77 9.77 5.47 2.17 11.88  0.00 

22 Sikkim 2.73 2.73 2.73 0.00 0.00 5.45  0.00 

23 Tamil Nadu 14.30 14.30 7.46 12.50 20.75 0.00 2.19 

24 Tripura 4.20 4.20 0.00 5.28 0.00 5.32 1.99 

25 Uttar Pradesh 34.69 14.61 52.72 22.50 42.33 6.59  0.00 

26 Uttarakhand 4.55 0.00 9.09 4.55 4.55 0.00  0.00 

27 West Bengal 10.79 10.79 9.18 8.09 0.00 8.31 6.78 

Total 269.94 197.00 191.38 180.00 214.90 230.00 63.95 
 


